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CARNARVON FASCINE 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.04 pm]: 
Those familiar with the magnificent coastal town of Carnarvon would know the value of the fascine to its 
community. Close to $20 million of state government funding was invested through the royalties for regions 
program across four projects related to the revitalisation of the Carnarvon fascine and town centre, to be delivered 
by the Shire of Carnarvon. Alas, for some years, the building of the new fascine wall has been a subject of conflict 
with the town. When the matter of the stability of the wall was raised with me with great passion at a community 
forum, I agreed to undertake an independent assessment. 
The assessment undertaken by MP Rogers and Associates found that poor design, workmanship and maintenance 
have significantly reduced the lifespan of the fascine wall. Although the steel used was determined to be 
acceptable, the necessary corrosion protection measures for steel of that grade were not taken. It also found that 
the concrete capping on the structure fell considerably short of the relevant Australian standard in respect of the 
minimum characteristic strength or the minimum size of capping to the reinforced steel. Without significant 
maintenance, the lifespan of the fascine wall could be as short as five years, according to the report. The report 
also found that maintenance of the wall will exceed $2.5 million over the next two decades on the basis of the 
problems discovered so far. 
The state government has agreed to fund two additional pieces of investigation work that were recommended. 
These include inspection of the buried tie rods and waling and additional structural analysis to confirm how much 
reserve capacity remains in the sheet piles. It is expected that this additional work will contribute to a fuller 
understanding of the structural concerns outlined in the report and will support the Shire of Carnarvon to prioritise 
its future repair and maintenance responsibilities. The report was provided to the Shire of Carnarvon some weeks 
ago, and I note that it contests the severity of the problem. I table the report. 
[See paper 1159.] 

Point of Order 
Hon PETER COLLIER: It is not so much a point of order but a point of clarification. The ministerial statement 
that the minister just made does not reflect what was distributed throughout the chamber. A paragraph or a couple 
of paragraphs are missing after the third paragraph. I am wondering whether that can be corrected and the complete 
ministerial statement can be distributed. I think it started from the third paragraph; there is a paragraph or two 
missing there. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am sorry. I apologise. One paragraph was out of sequence, but I read all the 
paragraphs that are there. 
The PRESIDENT: If the minister provides us with a copy, we will make sure that Hansard has the correct 
statement on record and that should resolve that. 
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